Leukoencephalopathy with bilateral anterior temporal lobe cysts: a further case of this new entity.
The introduction of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and magnetic resonance spectroscopy into clinical practice has permitted advances in the definition and categorization of unknown leukodystrophies in children. We report a new type of leukodystrophy, defined by particular MRI and clinical findings, in a child with uneventful pre- and perinatal histories, spasticity, severe mental impairment with absence of language, and deafness. Brain MRI showed lobar white-matter signal abnormalities with extensive cysts in the anterior temporal lobe. The results of all metabolic screening tests, including the specific investigations for leukodystrophy, have been negative. Six years of clinical and MRI-magnetic resonance spectroscopy patient follow-up indicate a nonprogressive clinical and magnetic resonance picture. Owing to the striking similarities with the previous eight patients reported, this additional case supports the identification of a new leukodystrophy.